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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 


ACTION 


TOP SECRET /SENSITIVE 

EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY August 4, 1971 


MEMORANDUM FOR: 
FROM: 


HENRY A. KISSINGER 


WINSTON LORD 



\ 


SUBJECT: 


MemCon of Your July 4 Talk with Thieu 


Attached at Tab A for your approval is a close-to-verbatim memorandum 
of conversation on your July 4 meeting with President Thieu. 

One note of current interest is Thieu's protestations (page 15) that his 
election law was not aimed at either Minh or Ky, that he did not think it 
would hurt either man, and that the two of them "seem well enough known 
in terms of political reputation and prestige to get enough signatures." 

For your convenience, following is a list of the various commitments 

you made to Thieu during this, conversation, in addition to general expres 

sions of strong US support for South Vietnam. I believe all these commit 

■ 

ments are on the track. 

* 

Paris Negotiations 

--In the context of the other side's demands that we replace Thieu, 
we will never do anything to interfere with the government in 
Saigon, we will never agree to such proposals. 

-- You will never see Madame Binh or the NLF unless Thieu wants 
you to. 

-- You will never see the North Vietnamese without informing Thieu. 
Korean Troops 

-- With Seoul, we will support the retention of ROK troops in South 
Vietnam (minus the 10, 000 Marines) at least through 1972. 

t 
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South Vietnamese Manpower 

-- We are prepared to increase ARVN manning levels to 90% 

(they are 78% now), costing us $200 million. 

-- We are willing to do one of the two following things: 

’Support the creation of new units in MR 1 and 2, an increase 
of up to 50,000 men, in addition to the current 1. 1 million 
level. (Thieu would have to ask us for this option and it would 
be approved); or 

* The South Vietnamese could stay within the 1. 1 million man 
ceiling by reducing forces in MR 3 and 4 and increasing them 
in MR 1 and 2. (This was already approved. ) 

« 

US Withdrawals 


-- There would be no acceleration of US withdrawals before the 
Presidents November 15 announcement, and before December 1 
no further troop withdrawals beyond what was already planned. 

(After that, we would have to make some ,r pretty drastic moves. 11 ) 

» 

-- Your personal views were that the declining composition of our 
forces in Vietnam might look as follows: 

•Advisers, technicians, and logistics personnel are the easiest 
to maintain. 

‘Next easiest is air power, especially on carriers and from 
Thailand. 

» 

.* Logistics troops in organized units would be somewhat more 
difficult, but helicopter companies, for example, should be 
possible the better part of 1972. 

• Infantry units are clearly the most difficult. 

US Support 

-- 10,000 tactical sorties and 1,000 B-52 sorties would almost 

certainly be approved through the calendar year. (Thieu rejected 
the option of 9,000 sorties with a surge capability to 12,000.) 
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We would do what we could on helicopters. If South Vietnam 
convinced Abrams and Bunker that they could use more, we 
would provide them. We will keep the maximum number o 
• helicopter companies in Vietnam, and fix redeployments so 
that helicopters come out last. 

-- You will look into the question of artillery. 
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Economic Aid 

-- The US is prepared to provide a long range economic assistance 
program for South Vietnam. 

These commitments were all covered in the summary reporting cable 

TTto-n Saigon on July 4 (attached at TabBl Th^.abe served 
as a pretty full report for both the President and Secretary Rogers. 
Secretary Laird, as far as I know, has had no readout of your meeting. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: j 

1. That you approve the memcon at Tab A. 


Approve 


See changes 


2. That you confirm that this ihemcon should remain in White 
House files only, and that no version need be sent to other agencies 


Approve 

No, prepare blander version for State 

and Defense 


/ 


TOP SECRET /SENSITIVE/EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY 


. . ■ i "■ '* * + m ' - J ■ ‘ " 

* " i ' 







